declared that the hospital was fit to take sick and wounded French soldiers. The hospital remained in existence until March 1919, expanding to over 600 beds. Women from Royaumont also managed a speciallyconstructed casualty clearing station nearer the front, which was established at VillersCotterets in 1917. Eileen Crofton tells the story of the hospital, its staff and its patients with considerable skill, weaving together a narrative of war-work with pen-portraits of some of the key figures associated with the hospital; not least the indomitable Chief Medical Officer, Miss Frances Ivens. Crofton paints a vivid picture of medical work, of daily chores, and of relations between patients and staff. One aspect of wartime medical work which comes through strongly in Crofton's account is the enormous importance of small details in maintaining the morale of both patients and staff. Nothing London, Springer-Verlag, 1996, pp. xx, 300, illus., DM 89.00, SFr 78.50 (3-540-76049-0) .
Thomas Lewis (1881 Lewis ( -1945 was one of the most important and interesting British physicians of his day. After initial studies in Wales, he went on to study at University College, London, the institution where he was to spend most of his career. Lewis focused his early investigations on the cardiovascular system. At first he analysed pulse tracings obtained by the polygraph, but starting in 1909 he turned to the investigation of the heartbeat using electrical records created by the newlyinvented electrocardiograph (ECG). Lewis went on to apply this tool to great effect in the analysis of all manner of abnormal cardiac rhythms, but most notably to the irregularly irregular pulse known as atrial fibrillation.
